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	Members present:
George Kahkedjian, (CSU);  Don Gilbertson,(UConn); Karen Kaplan, Director; Kendall Wiggin, Chair; Marc Herzog, (Chancellor CCTC); Bart Stanco, (CIO);  Judith Greiman, (CCIC); Joshua Smith, (CECA); Bill Silver,(CAPSS);  Diane Wallace, (DOIT); Michael Meotti, (DHE); Donald Blevins,  (CABE) Mark McQuillan (SDE) 
	

	
	

	Members absent: Anthony Palermino, (DPU), Cheryl Prevost, (CEA); Rich Mavrogeanes, (Pres. Pro Temp-Senate); Russell Feinmark, (Speaker of the House) Patricia Fusco,(formerly CFEPE) Ed Klonoski (Charter Oak State College)

	

	
	

	Others present:     Robert Mundy, (DPUC); Kathy Giotsas, (CLA); George Claffey (CCSU), Randall Osborn, (East Haven Public Schools); Curtis Hill, (CFAL) Wendy Rego, John Vittner, CEN/DOIT, John Kalinowski, EASTCONN. Sarah Edson, Doug Casey, Henry Dutcher

	

	* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
	

	Chairperson Kendall Wiggin called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  


	

	
	

	Approval of Minutes: It was MOVED (Mark McQuillan) and seconded (Diane Wallace) TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED of October 23, 2009.  PASSED with abstention (Anthony Palermino, Cheryl Prevost, Rich Mavrogeanes, Russell Feinmark. Patricia Fusco, Ed Klonoski


	Minutes

	
	

	Report of the Commission Chair:  Ken asked for introduction of members and guests. Ken reported that February 18 was Snapshot day at all libraries across the state. Statistics provided from that day show computers are being heavily used in libraries: 12,982 individuals are using computers in libraries and 113,143 individuals visited Connecticut Library Web sites. Over 5,000,000 books were circulated through the Connecticard program. 

The Tech-4-All-CT Project has been funded through a line item in the CSL budget for the last few years and is managed by Curtis Hill. Ken introduced Curtis Hill, Executive Director of CFAL (Concepts for Adaptive Learning). An update on the program follows. 

	Report of the Chair

	
	

	Tech-4-All-CT progress report

Mr. Hill distributed a handout, Helping bridge the “Digital Divide”, and gave an update on the program from one year ago to where it is expected to go over the next few months.  The New Haven based nonprofit organization helps public school children by providing refurbished computers, computer training, technical support, and high speed Internet to 540 low income Connecticut families in cities throughout Connecticut. The program partners with companies; most importantly AT&T who provides 300 internet licenses for 2 years valued at $240,000. Housing authorities and CRT are providing training space in four cities. Pratt and Whitney, Electric Boat, and Quinnipiac have donated computers. A third party is doing evaluations.  More than 700 students and 500 parents are active in the program. Parents are also benefiting. Seventy-seven percent of parents are using computers to help their children and are finding that their children’s grades are improving. The program has testimony that the program is working. (see handout: CfAL: Their Words; Their Short Stories) Funding that began at $200,000, is now at $354,000 and there is some left for training over the next few months. The program is looking for more funding for 1000 families. This will be presented to the Governor.

Chancellor Herzog asked about the Digital Divide. Mr. Hill estimates that it is about 38-40 percent in the cities.  Joshua Smith asked what the biggest challenge is and if it varies by area. Mr. Hill said that Bridgeport has transportation problems and the cost of service there is more expensive.  Donald Blevins asked about other effects of the program.  Mr. Hill reported that the increased use of computers has parents very excited.  A question about inappropriate use of computers was asked. Mr. Hill said that parental controls are being encouraged and they would like to do more training in this area. The Committee agreed that parental training is important. The program is looking for other financial partners.  Bill Silver congratulated Curtis Hill. Ken said that the FCCs new broadband plan calls for national literacy programs which model what CfAL is doing. Ken thanked Curtis.
	Tech-4-All-CT progress report



	
	

	Reports:  
Mark McQuillan, Commissioner, State Department of Education
The Department has a new outline for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act application for the Race to the Top Grant. The reauthorization will put particular emphasis on 4 goals: a new framework for common standards, a longitudinal data system, teacher assessment, and working with the lowest 5% of the population.  Forty states agreed to create a framework of common standards and assessment tools. Funding is going to increase dramatically with this reauthorization. Major entitlement programs will be flat funded; states will compete for requests for more money. There will be new ways to deal with underperforming areas They will receive more money in exchange for resulting changes. There will be more competition and it will be more difficult for state agencies to look for money.  There is concern about the use of technology amongst the Chief State School Officers’ technology representatives. The Race to the Top application will be resubmitted in June to make it stronger. Only 5 will be awarded in the first round. .ts positive that Connecticut could win in round 3 if money is allocated. Connecticut’s P-20 Council is working to integrate principles for success applying to lower grades through college level (see handout: Connecticut’s P-20 Council: Principles to Guide Connecticut and Our Education systems).

Don Blevins commented on the competitive grant system and a concern for the rural districts in CT. 

George Claffey, Charter Oak College, said that security systems for higher education are being developed, which include a student-based security video for grades 8 through college level. Ken would like the link to this free video when it is available.
Mark Herzog; Chancellor, CT Community Colleges, is involved in submitting 2 regional grant applications for Health Information Systems. These are federal government competitive grants. A partnership with 14 other states has been formed. 
Staff are learning to incorporate social networking into the classroom. A growing problem at Community Colleges is the lack of technology funding for the last 4 years. Twenty years ago, the state stopped supplying bond funds. This has been a growing problem over the last several years.
Ken is doing budget testimony to help libraries and schools. There has not been an increase in 7 years, but a good range of services is still maintained. A push in the legislature to decrease printed material promotes the use of online services. 

Ken welcomed Dave Gilbertson; the new CIO for the University of Connecticut. 

Don Blevins, (CABE) said there are no new initiatives for technology spending. It is flat funded, at best. Member boards have finished budget requests. It’s a problem just maintaining what they have. 

Joshua Smith (CECA)
Based on the success of Discover Education for middle school, it has been expanded and is open to more school districts. The more board members that sit on commissions, the easier it is for vendors to work with the Commission and the State Department of Education.

	Reports on Initiatives from Members


	ARRA Updates:  
Broadband

Bob Mundy for Anthony Palermino, DPUC.

Through the ARRA grant applied for last February, $5,000,000 was requested for mapping. An electronic map of the state, identifying where broadband is and where it is needed Is being updated. They have received 1.8 million to develop a website to find out who offers what broadband service, at what speed, and what price. Other models are doing more. Washington state is updating to fiber to everyone and has numerous providers to choose from. Could we do this and provide access at less expensive rates? There is a meeting being held tomorrow at DPUC to discuss the website with a consultant. Committee members have been invited to this meeting to help identify community anchor institutions that need Internet connectivity. (See handout: DPUC seeks input from community anchor agencies). A report is due on April 20. Bart Stanco asked about rate information and making it mandatory for providers to supply that information. There will be a technical meeting on Monday to give provider’s information. Non disclosure agreements concerning providers’ information will be on the web site but not the particulars of data specs. Ken asked about guidelines from the FCC. The FCC does not require providers to give address points; only to the zip code level. John Vittner said that provider information to the address point is available for CEN connections to public schools. Joshua Smith added that E-Rate applications are FOI accessible for all subnets and schools and libraries, and applications list bandwidth, provider, and cost, per form 471. 

Ken said that the state has applied for a second round of Broadband Technology Opportunity Program grants. 

John Kalinowski, Advisory Council (Eastconn)      
A first round of requests for BTOP (Broadband Technology Opportunity Program) funding for Connecticut was turned down. Second rounds of requests are due tomorrow; Of 4 projects; one is expansion of the CEN network, Of $117,000,000, $37,000,000 is for CEN. This covers 64 k-12 districts, 27 libraries, 2 services centers, and remaining 2 Connecticut Technical Colleges in need of fiber connection. The Department of Public Safety is contributing 20% towards 120 CEN sites and 520 public safety sites. 

Karen asked how this would change what we need annually for CEN if we got this money. OPM is working with the budget and needs to show sustainability. Would replacing DSL reduce costs? 

Ken said that letters of support are forthcoming. Marc Herzog; CT Community Colleges, is sending support. Ken said a letter from the CET Commission and from the Library will be sent. Diane Wallace suggested speaking with Washington representatives to help Connecticut receive money.  Ken will work on a form letter for congressional delegates that everyone can use. Bill Silver asked for talking points to use when talking to Congressman. Ken has some points from ALA and will get more school talking points.  These grants will provide broadband connections through the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for public safety sites, schools, libraries, and Community Colleges.

Karen mentioned that in the beta version of the National Broadband Plan 2010 Executive Summary, (which will always be in beta) (see handout) the chapter on education places a huge emphasis on broadband everywhere and online learning. Ken encouraged review of this document. It is a large concept and CEN is ahead in some ways. 

Educational Technology
Karen reported that ARRA reported that a lot of money was distributed this year- 4.6 million, almost to every district in the state ranging from $45.00 to $350,000. Another half is going out competitively for 21st century learning environments. Thirteen grants through ARRA will fund innovation programs; and are highly competitive.
Commissioner McQuillan said that organizations are fighting the lack of funds from reauthorization money from the federal government for Educational Technology at a national level. (see handout: Transforming American Education: Learning Powered by Technology) Connecticut provided feedback, more about reform than technology. How would Connecticut respond about online learning on an equal basis amongst the state? We may want to look at a K-12 committee looking to form a state plan.

Joshua Smith asked that when looking at these grants, we invest dollars in systems already in place rather than reinventing ideas.

Chancellor Herzog asked how dependent Connecticut is on federal money for K-12. Commissioner McQuillan said it is small; it is not dependent the way the State Department of Education is.  Larger districts depend on title 1 allocations. 

Ken agreed that state agencies don’t have the grant writing skills needed to get more funding. 

Bill Silver said some districts are getting moderate amounts but have been flat funded for many years. Smaller districts are getting even less than rural districts. Technology committees are very concerned about technical funding.  Most districts are receiving less money. A focus of the Committee should be to change the statutory language for online learning. 

Other

Bart Stanco commented that we need to come up with a shared service for requesting grants. 

Ken said E-rate will be up for review and we should comment; the more data we gather, the better. The mapping project will help.

 
	AARA Updates

	
	

	Advisory Councils
Randall Osborn, East Haven Public Schools will be replacing Ganesan Ravishanker, Wesleyan University as Chair) (?)
The Network Infrastructure and Services Advisory Council met and are recommending networking standards and measurements. 

John Vittner, CEN/DOIT 

The CEN budget FY ‘10 (see CEN update handout); does not have funding for the refresh; however, Scott Taylor, lead technician for 8 years for CEN, never lost a customer and he should be able to sell it. CEN has added a new customer and upgraded 10 gigabyte out of Stamford, CT. Technical training for K-12 districts and libraries is being done. On January. 13 and 14, network monitoring was done.  Internet 2 training was held at DOIT with 21 technical staff from CEN and from the Universities. Karen said K-12 is interested in working with Internet 2.

Disaster recovery efforts are in force. 


	Advisory Councils

	Proposed Meeting Calendar
June 16, 2010 10:00 -12:00 Legislative Office Building, Hartford

	Proposed Meeting Calendar

	 Announcements
Ken thanked everyone for their input. Karen and Ken will consolidate and issue a report.

Ken thanked the committee and asked that comments on the annual report be sent to Karen. 

Karen asked if the 6 recommendations listed in the annual report were too numerous or whether there are other recommendations. Committee agreed that funding for content managers exists and it should be kept in. Bart would add a benefit or risk for not doing that. Ken agreed. Bill Silver asked if someone else should take control of the Pegpetia grant money. Should the Commission or Department of Education be the body in control of that?  Ken said the money should support the CEN. Ken suggested not ranking the recommendations.

Dave Gilbertson asked about the content manager and the Advisory Councils, and about the existence of a strategic plan. Ken said it is set out in statute; which is 10 years old. Ken agreed that is should be revisited by going back to the Legislature with our own strategic plan. Ken will give Dave a copy of the statute. Dave advised that successful grants should articulate a vision and specific goals. 


	Announce
ments

	Public Comment

	Public Comment

	At 11:40 a.m. IT WAS MOVED (K.WIGGIN) seconded (Diane Wallace) TO ADJOURN;  PASSED unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2010 at Charter Oak State College, New Britain, CT
	

	
	

	Respectfully submitted,
	

	______________________________
	

	Kendall F. Wiggin, Secretary
	

	
	

	
	

	______________________________
	

	Ursula Hunt, Recorder
	


