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	Members present:
 Kendall Wiggin, Chair (CSL), Donald Blevins (CABE), Joshua Smith (CECA), Russell Feinmark (Speaker of the House),  Bill Silver (CAPSS), Judith Greiman (CCIC), Ed Klonoski (Charter Oak State College, Marc Herzog, Chancellor (CCTC)
	

	
	

	Members absent: Kathy Giotsas (CLA), Cheryl Prevost (CEA), Diane Wallace (DOIT), David Carter (CSU), Scott Ciecko (DHE), Patricia Fusco (formerly CFEPE), David Gilbertson (UConn), Rich Mavrogeanes, Pres. Pro Temp (Senate), Mark McQuillan (SDE), Anthony Palermino (DPUC), Bart Stanco, CIO, (Governor’s office) 
	

	
	

	Others present:     Diane Goldsmith (CTDLC), Ryan Nobrega (CSU), Brenden Hosch (DHE), Richard Strauss, Executive Director (CASE), Josiah Hills (CSDE), Steve Casey (DOIT)
	

	* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
	

	
	

	Approval of Minutes: It was MOVED (Ed Klonoski) and seconded (Bill Silver) TO APPROVE THE October 14, 2010 MINUTES AS PRESENTED. PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
	Minutes

	
	

	Report of the Commission Chair:  
	

	The meeting commenced at 10:07 a.m. with introductions.

Ken reported that he is representing the CET Committee on a strategic planning process which will be discussed and he is working on the Annual Report.  The planning for a merger between DOIT, DAS, and Public Works is currently underway. There is no replacement for Karen yet, but an Acting Director has been appointed.  Ken introduced Richard Strauss from the Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering (CASE). Ken has attended a meeting with Richard and they are devising a strategic plan for Connecticut and how the plan will relate to this Committee.


	Report of the Chair

	
	

	Mapping Broadband Services in CT and the Development of a Strategic Plan for Accessibility to Broadband Services in CT-Richard Strauss, Executive Director, Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering-

	

	Richard Strauss explained that CASE is not a school; it is an organization created in 1976 by a Special Act of the General Assembly to advise the State on issues of science and technology. Agencies or the General Assembly will call him about issues where they need technical expertise and information on how it relates to policy or law. Current projects concern new technologies and what they mean to Connecticut’s energy future. This includes discussion of broadband issues, energy assurance plans, emergency energy plans, nuclear power in Connecticut, and grant review. The Academy has a research team and over 250 members. They meet monthly and often hear from providers. A key concern of the group is how the State will rate over the next 5-10 years. Working with the providers is difficult, since they definitely have proprietary issues.  Survey results are being reviewed. Meetings are being held with business and industry groups in different areas of the State and they are meeting with non adopters such as seniors and students. Librarians have reported a great increase in public computers with broadband access. 

A website broadband speed test was demoed, which showed the CEN network speed. Links to this site will be sent out to the group.  The website also shows federal mapping, allowing comparison of Connecticut to the rest of the country. Connecticut rates are lower in fiber than in wireline and wireless coverage. The web site will continue to update over the next five years and will be tied to global competiveness.  
The Academy will provide guidance for a plan to be submitted to the Governor by Bill Vallée, Broadband Policy & Programs Coordinator at the Office of Consumer Counsel. After Committee review, it will be delivered to the National Policy Improvement Agency (NPIA) by February 2012.  Governor Malloy has said that broadband issues will be part of economic development strategies.
Committee members commented on the need for Connecticut to plan ahead for the path of CEN and for the virtual high school.  The Committee, being aware of the problems of the future, feels they can have a lot of input into the strategic plan. Preparation for online testing, being planned for 2018, and devices for e-reading were mentioned as just two of the challenges that lie ahead. Ed Klonoski said that the Committee is willing to help with strategic planning with respect to real requests for necessary network requirements. Members agreed that it has been too long to have not met their desired goals. Joshua said that a lack of policy and leadership is a problem. 
Richard will supply his PowerPoint presentation to the group.
Ken said the Committee will look at what we want to accomplish and how the infrastructure feeds it. The CEN network still needs to be present in every school in Connecticut. 
	Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering

	Legislative/Budget Update
	

	Ken reported that the State Library is not happy about some cuts to iCONN.  We are at the same level with databases at allocated and not appropriated levels. Although there was an effort to eliminate Ccard, it will fortunately be kept going. 


	Legislative/

Budget Update

	Update on Connecticut’s BTOP Grant


	

	Ken said that he will report on an environmental assessment for the BTOP grant that should be signed off on soon. Steve Casey will call Representative Larson’s office about that Congress taking unallocated money. Thirty-two million dollars are being used through the BTOP grant. The data center is being moved to Newington as a cost saving measure. 

	Update on Connecticut’s BTOP Grant

	CEN STATUS REPORT

	

	Advisory Councils 
	

	No report at this time.

	Advisory Councils


	Election of Chair and Vice Chair
	

	Joshua reported that everything is on hold since last spring. Ken said he will remain as Chair and wait for a new CIO and Commissioner of Education to be elected and hopefully for the Governor to fill a few of the vacancies on the Committee.
	Election of Chair and Vice Chair

	Next Meeting
	

	Ken proposed that the next meeting be held in June.  He will poll the Committee for dates for the next meeting. 

	Next Meeting

	Other Business
	

	None

	Other Business

	Announcements
	

	Diane Goldsmith (CTDLC) reported that the Connecticut virtual high school has purchased adaptive Connecticut courseware and that new courses are being offered in May for a head start on summer school at a lesser cost. She attended a national conference about online courseware (virtual textbooks) mostly used by teachers. They have received a major Bill Gates grant and plan to create innovative algebra and developmental math courses. They have met with Community College teachers about offering a 4th year math course for college readiness. 

Josiah Hills (CSDE) reported that on April 13th, there will be a Connecticut Technology expo at the Legislative Office Building. Thirty school districts will showcase what they are doing.

Mark Herzog reported that he received questions from a person from a private high school about the stability of the CEN network based on the state budget. Steve Casey said it is very stable. 

Bill asked Ken about the refill of a UConn position.

	Announcements

	Public Comment
	

	None

	Public Comment

	At 12:00 p.m. IT WAS MOVED (Bill Silver) seconded (Marc Herzog) TO ADJOURN; PASSED unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled for sometime in June.
	

	
	

	Respectfully submitted,
	

	_____________________________
	

	Kendall F. Wiggin, Chair
	

	
	

	
	

	______________________________
	

	Ursula Hunt, Recorder
	


